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RESOLUTION  
from the First National Conference on the Sexual and Reproductive  

Rights of Women with Disabilities in Moldova 
 

The First National Conference on the Sexual and Reproductive Rights of Women with Disabilities in Moldova, 
an event organized in Chisinau on May 29, 2017 by the Reproductive Health Training Center (RHTC), 
according to the Order of the Ministry of Health no. 366d from 24.05.2017, with the purpose of discussing at a 
country level the problems faced by women and girls with disabilities in the exercise of their sexual and 
reproductive rights, to raise awareness among key actors about the need to improve the situation and to establish 
the next steps in order to make the necessary changes, 
 

On the basis of the situational analysis of the problems that women and girls with locomotor disabilities in 
Moldova face in exercising their sexual and reproductive rights, carried out by RHTC in 2016, and taking into 
account the discussions and opinions expressed during the event, the participants of the Conference resolved 
that: 
 

women and girls with disabilities in the Republic of Moldova encounter more obstacles when it comes to 
exercising their sexual and reproductive rights, as they are often stigmatized, discriminated against and coerced 
into making decisions pertaining to private life, sexuality, sexual and reproductive health, couple relationships 
and childbirth; and the legal, regulatory and policy framework is not sufficiently adjusted to guarantee and 
ensure respect for the sexual and reproductive rights of persons with disabilities in Moldova, limiting their rights 
to marriage, family and maternity/paternity. 
 

Therefore, the participants of the Conference (Annex 1: List of participants),  
 

Requests the following from the Ministry of Health: 
1. To ensure the physical access of the persons with disabilities to the facilities that deliver sexual and 

reproductive health services and to supply said facilities with equipment adapted to the necessities of the 
persons with special needs; 

2. To train the medical staff on the sexual and reproductive health and rights of the persons with disabilities, 
including the prevention and reporting of sexual abuse. It is of special importance to observe WHO’s 
medical eligibility criteria for contraceptive use; 

3. To include in the programs of continuous training for primary health care providers modules on the sexual 
and reproductive health and rights of the persons with disabilities, and to support RHTC training efforts. 
To include in the trainings provided by other national NGOs (Trimbos Moldova, Keystone Moldova)  
components dedicated to the sexual and reproductive health and rights;  

4. To include persons with disabilities as a category within the groups that can benefit from free 
contraceptives;  

5. To elaborate indicators and to implement a system for the collection of statistical data related to the 
reproductive health of women with disabilities, disaggregated by different components;  

6. To monitor and to assess the degree of accessibility of primary health care (PHC) facilities for persons with 
disabilities: to provide access ramps, toilets, gynecological chairs adapted to their necessities, etc., as well 
as the real needs of persons with different types of disabilities (locomotive, sight-related...) in accordance 
with the Standards for Assessment and Accreditation for PHC facilities of June 30, 2016; 

7. To include persons with disabilities in building assessment commission so they can ensure their access to 
them; 

8. To strengthen cooperation among ministries, and namely, between the Ministry of Health and the Ministry 
of Labor, Social Protection and Family of the Republic of Moldova and their collaboration with family 
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doctors and social workers as well as with other actors in the field: Reproductive Health Centers, 
Community Mental Health Centers, Local Public Authorities, schools, Youth Health Centers, NGOs, 
international organizations, etc., for the mobilization of the community in order to disseminate information 
about sexual and reproductive health of the persons with disabilities and for their better respect.  

 

Requests the following from the Ministry of Labor, Social Protection and Family: 
1. To ensure the physical access of the persons with disabilities to the facilities that deliver social assistance 

services; 
2. To train social workers, staff at the psychoneurological institutions and their assistants in the field of sexual 

and reproductive health and rights of the persons with disabilities, including the prevention and reporting 
of sexual abuse with the purpose of enabling them to offer the necessary support to persons with special 
needs; 

3. To include in the programs of continuous training for social assistance providers modules on the sexual and 
reproductive health and rights of the persons with disabilities with the help of the National Agency for 
Social Assistance; 

4. To ensure that women with disabilities and their family members are informed of the sexual and 
reproductive rights of persons with disabilities by social workers during home visits, specially in cases of 
reduced mobility of the beneficiaries; 

5. To facilitate the coverage of successful stories of persons with disabilities that form a couple, have babies 
and raise them by getting them involved in their communities, having them on TV, etc., with the purpose 
of raising awareness among the community and persons with disabilities about the equal rights of persons 
with disabilities. 

 

Requests the following from the Government of the Republic of Moldova and the National Council for 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: 

1. The revision of the national legal framework in line with international instruments to ensure respect for the 
sexual and reproductive rights of persons with disabilities; 

2. To ensure the rights of women with disabilities to sexual and reproductive health on an equal footing with 
others, in particular, to repeal the legislation that allows the termination of pregnancies without consent (as 
recommended by the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on April 12, 2017, paragraph 
13-a); 

3. To repeal and to amend laws and norms that allow forced or involuntary sterilization of persons with 
disabilities and to prevent and to stop non-consensual contraceptive measures, including when consent is 
given by a third party (as recommended by the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
on April 12, 2017, paragraph 35); 

4. To repeal legislation in order to eliminate the discrimination against persons with disabilities, in special, 
women with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities, in all the legal aspects of marriage, family and 
maternity/paternity, on an equal footing with others (as recommended by the UN Committee on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities on April 12, 2017, paragraph 43). 

 
This resolution was voted unanimously.  
 

The participants of the First National Conference on the Sexual and Reproductive Rights of Women with 
Disabilities in Moldova, according to the attached list (56 persons). 
 

Chisinau, Republic of Moldova  
29.05.2017 
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